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Essential System Administration,3rd Edition is the definitive guide for Unix system administration,

covering all the fundamental and essential tasks required to run such divergent Unix systems as

AIX, FreeBSD, HP-UX, Linux, Solaris, Tru64 and more. Essential System Administration provides a

clear, concise, practical guide to the real-world issues that anyone responsible for a Unix system

faces daily.The new edition of this indispensable reference has been fully updated for all the latest

operating systems. Even more importantly, it has been extensively revised and expanded to

consider the current system administrative topics that administrators need most. Essential System

Administration,3rd Edition covers: DHCP, USB devices, the latest automation tools, SNMP and

network management, LDAP, PAM, and recent security tools and techniques.Essential System

Administration is comprehensive. But what has made this book the guide system administrators turn

to over and over again is not just the sheer volume of valuable information it provides, but the clear,

useful way the information is presented. It discusses the underlying higher-level concepts, but it also

provides the details of the procedures needed to carry them out. It is not organized around the

features of the Unix operating system, but around the various facets of a system administrator's job.

It describes all the usual administrative tools that Unix provides, but it also shows how to use them

intelligently and efficiently.Whether you use a standalone Unix system, routinely provide

administrative support for a larger shared system, or just want an understanding of basic

administrative functions, Essential System Administration is for you. This comprehensive and

invaluable book combines the author's years of practical experience with technical expertise to help

you manage Unix systems as productively and painlessly as possible.
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At first glance, this book seems like a typical O'Reilly book: a narrow title, rich in material, and is

beneficial to a much wider audience than the title reveals. It covers a wide range of system

administration subjects and goes way beyond just the essentials.Over the years, I have

administered several multi-user UNIX, Linux, and FreeBSD servers. I believed that I knew the

essentials, because if I did not, I would not have been able to do my job all these years. I wanted to

see if the things that I learned by experience, often the hard way, are included in "Essential System

Administration". Sure enough, they were all there. Not only that, but they are laid out simply, without

much unnecessary technical details, and accompanied by numerous examples and anecdotal

encounters by the author. If you read one section, you would be able to apply the knowledge and

skills that it describes right away. For instance, you don't need to read the entire manual of procmail

in order to write some effective mail filters; chapter 9 has a section on "Mail Filtering with procmail"

that covers the essentials.One impressive feature of this book is that it covers how to do things on a

variety of operating system including various flavours of UNIX, Linux, and BSD. In the past, I often

ran into a situation where I knew how to do something on FreeBSD, but did not know how to

accomplish the same task on Solaris. With this book by my side, I will not have this problem

again.Another feature of the book is that it covers a very, VERY, very wide variety of administrative

topics: from every day system management, to operating system internals, to various devices, to

backing up, to scheduling, to rebuilding the kernel.

I think the only reason I ultimately had to give this book a 4 star rating instead of a 5 star rating is

just the date of the last publishing which is pushing on 13 years now. Most of the core areas of *nix

administration are covered and each section goes into quite a bit of detail, but I've already found

tools being used that have been outmoded by new tools available to the modern Linux user.But

outside of that, and that's kind of a nitpick it's always good to learn the history and fundamentals in

software, this book hits on the areas that you are most likely to run into in a system administrator

position, and since it's not JUST about Unix,or Linux, but rather about * nix systems in general, it

seems like a well rounded book. I like the fact that the chapters are organized into TASK areas, and

then get into the details about how to do that task effectively and what's important about that task. It

really speed things up if you have already outgrown your "first" Linux book (for beginners).You could



go into this as a beginner, but I'd recommend "How Linux Works: What Every Superuser Should

Know" if you just want to get a handle on what a modern Linux system is and you want to start from

scratch.This books should probably be a second or third choice, but it's a solid buy and there is a

TON of material here in those 1077 pages!Also, you may also want to check out 'Unix and Linux

System Administration Handbook". I couldn't really say which is better, probably the latter, but I'm

glad I have both because Linux is a HUGE subject and it's nice to have complementary material. I

would say that this book really hits on the major areas of *nix administration in a logical easy to

follow way.
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